
 Minutes of Joint Conservation Commissions Meeting – November 1, 2017
Gentlemen's Club Conference Room, Camden Opera House 

Rockport CC members:  Maggie Timmermann, Fred Ribeck, Marcie Casas, Kim Kimball, Ted 
Skoronski.  Camden CC Members: Roger Rittmaster (Chair), Vicki Doudera,  Seth Meyer, Stephanie 
Smith. 

NOTE: Action items are underlined.

1. The meeting was called to order at 6:02 pm. Roger welcomed the Rockport members and we all
introduced each other. All voiced the desire to collaborate where possible and learn from what 
each committee is doing.

2. Marcie Casas is working on an initiative for free arsenic testing. The price for the test will be 
reduced ($15 per test) thanks to a grant from Maine Housing, and their commission would pick 
up the difference. She wants to use the elementary and middle schools to disseminate the 
information so it would be great to collaborate with CCC. She'd like to unveil it around 
November 15 and have it end December 31, 2017.  Vicki suggested we ask the members from 
CCC who are not present (Morgan and Wayne) and then commit to this joint effort. All CCC 
members present felt it was a good idea and that we should join Rockport in this effort.  

3. Stephanie's group on single use plastic bags met and their consensus was to charge 10 cents per 
bag for all retailers for a single use bag. Maggie asked who keeps the money, and Stephanie 
said the merchants keep it (must be for a legal use.)  Roger asked if someone from RCC could 
participate on the committee. Marcie pointed out that Rockport has a handful of small stores 
with the exception of EBS. They will discuss at their committee meeting tomorrow but they feel
it is a good idea.

4. Roger discussed Camden's unencapsulated polystyrene ordinance, targeted for the June ballot. 
The ponds in Rockport do not have docks; with the exception of Lake Chicawaukee, and the 
harbor in Rockport does not have an issue with it, so this is not a focus of theirs. They are very 
interested in styrofoam food containers however, as they have many restaurants, and will try to 
have that on the ballot in June. A student is working on drafting this ordinance. 

5. Maggie said they have been thinking about creating an environmenttaly friendly business 
recognition program.  Rockport has businesses helping with their cleanups, paying employees 
to participate. We spoke about clean-up days and Vicki thanked them for letting us use their 
roadside cleanup stuff. Maggie mentioned that they were able to use prisoners to clean Route 1 
but that it is an ongoing challenge to keep state-owned roads cleaned. She brought up a “Route 
1 Relay” idea with local businesses and asked how we could get businesses involved in the 
clean up. We will revisit this idea at a later date.



6. Roger brought up the EAB response plan, briefly explained it, and will send it to the RCC. Ted 
asked about Project Canopy and Roger told him how it worked for us. Kim said they are 
applying for it, and Roger told them it is a good fit. Marcie asked if Roger would share the grant
application, and he said he will. 

7. Roger explained the stormwater management and harbor pollution connection, and described 
what is going to happen in Camden regarding basement inspections. Rockport is interested in 
what we have done. We shared ideas about ways to keep our harbors cleaner, such as pump outs
for yachts, Camden's prohibition on feeding ducks, etc.

8. Marcie brought up the Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program and said a focus is to collect info on
Lily Pond and testing it to see if it can get off the impaired list. She said we ought to check the 
status of our ponds and lakes.

9. We discussed having another meeting on February 7 in Rockport with desserts. We also briefly 
spoke about the Round the Mountain campaign and described for RCC how we supported the 
gifting of two parcels. We also told them about Sagamore Farm Trail, and Marcie told us about 
some land they might get by Tolman Pond.

Meeting adjourned at 7:52 pm. Thank you for coming over to share ideas with us, Rockport! 

Respectfully Submitted,         
Vicki Doudera, CCC Secretary


